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°DS At the Crossroads

The nnt1on~wide student strlke .
against the Cambodian. inwagion and
the Kent "tate murders demonatratedvﬁf
the need for: militant leadership of.
the - student and radical movement,

Many young people are groping left-

ward : in_ & search for mnaningful,:
politics - and are finding only the -

liberalism - and mushed-over social-

ism -pandered by the SMC and YSA,
As a result of this leadership cri-
sis, .mapy potential gocialists be- .
come :. disillusioned . or diverted by -
rullng .class schemes.such as. amend-
ments against the war, lobbying and -

suppert for f'peace candldates." '
Much of the blame for this

lies upon the shoulders of SDS, At E
‘when . much of the student .
movement is turning to the working

a .time

class as-a-source ' of real social

power, the sterile leadership of.
EDE - not only cannot furnish a sys-
tematic program for. reaching the. -
labor -movement, but . continues to .
promulgate a m1331onary/boc1a1 work

approach- to the working class, As
& result, SDS

and, as a viable grcup, wathering

, Credit for an aillng SDS goes
to the fabled Campus Worker-Student’

Alliance, which the PL/WSA-domi-
nated leddership embraced as a vir-
tual single tactic for SDS some
months ago. This program,

direction,
were. sufficient to. cause an unprin-

cipled split . vithln SDS  werentt
good enough ; for developzng an SDpE -

program. In . the ‘modern world of

racism,. war and poverty,. the misled:

WOA. caucus ; could thlnk of nothing

better than the ingrown, campus- .

oriented CWSA.As a program for the

(then) largest student- organization.
Further they em-

phlslzod _ggggggg_ m in CWSA work,.

in - the. -country,:

 couneils’
New lJaven, Los Angeles and Msmphgs,"_v
the RMC presented its political al-"

finds itself out.of .
touch  with the. rest of. the movement

which,
calls for students to get campus
jobs and then behave like social
workers, was- adopted - last fall by
the Worker-Student Alliance Caucus,
Its adopt;on was all the more path- '
etic in . view. of the fact that it
was. the pro-worklng class militancy
of this same caucus which caused.
the right-wing Revolutionary Youth
Movement: to .eplit . from SDS last
summer, thus leavxng the Progres-
sive Labor-led WA with an oppor-.
tunity to.lead a major part of the
student movement in a revolutionary
But the politics that

-In response to thls, the Rev-

olutionary Marxist Caucus (RMC) of
EDE  was formed a8 a revolutionary -

alternative to the 1eadership of
SDE and its reformist CWSA, -
and regional meetings in

ternatives in the form of resolu—f:

tions on the. labor movement, ‘racial
oppresalon, “women's’
terrorism and other méjor" issues,

But ‘the EDS leaders have pushed a- .
head with eight months of sxngla~;
minded CWSAtism, and as a result,”"

SDS is isolated and dying.
.CWSA Repudiated

The situation is 'so serious

that even the SDS léadership has
begun to heed our oriticisms of the "
1970 New left

CWSA, ' The = June,

l1berat10n, -

lotes contains a MNIC statement,”“

titled “SDS, An Dvaluatlon"

vhich °
bills 1tself a8 the product of dis--

cussion of recent anti-war activ1~"

ties and planning for the summer, -
This Yperspectives document", writ-

ten by people who just & few ‘months
ago.were giving big spreads to art-

icles bannered "Fight Male Chauvin-
does not -

ism-- Build the CWSAY,
mention the CWSA even once, and

mentions campus “workers ' only in-”
"we ..
need to re-evaluate our work and

passing. Moreover it states:

work styies to make some important
changes in ourselves and in SDS
this summer', and "We should strug-
gle with people who want to reach
beyond the student movement" and

"the real solution to the problem’

of building SDS is to get involved

in more day-to-day political acti-

vities with more people.," What is
this but an admission that the 8in~
gle-tactic CWSA has been the miser-
able failure we predicted? What is

this but an admission that RMC cri~

ticisms of the CWSA, put forth last

December 'in New Haven, were abso~»
lutoly correct?.. . s i L

; The RMC resolutlon proaented
at the New laver: coLfdrence stated
that "The CWSA's Yon campus® orien-
tation repels many politically con-
gcious students who want to involve

themselves in ‘the major 'socidl

struggles currently taking place,!
The SDS  leadership has finally ad-
mitted the validity of this viov.

o e

gut we don't expect any credit ;qJ
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llew Left Hotes, "As- observed in the
May-June issue of the RMC Newslet-
ter:

"Throughout the year, the WSA
leadership has acted in a totally
irresponsible way. ,
launched. as the major activity for
SDS  without _
membership, It was also abandoned
without anyy¢ discussion or evalua-
tion, or eveh acknowledgement that
it was being abandoned, In New
faven, we were accused of being

anti-working ~class, wreckers -and

racists when we criticized the CWCA
Yet,

as the main activity of SDS.
a mere three months later, the same
people who criticized us,.. were

forced to turn from the campus caf-

eteria to the mainstream of the
student movement,.. Given the very
short time between MNew Haven and
the de-emphasis of the CWSA, some
of the people who viciously attack—

ed vs urst have known that the CWSA -

not last nuch longer., A
uwilling to

riight .
leadership, that is
face .its _ : '
its critics when it knows them to
be right is politically bankrupt
and morally corrupt., The present
£DE  leadership must be replaced by
healthy revolvtlonary forces,"

And as_nbted in the sene ismue

of the llewsletter: "In pushing the
CWSA, the WSA leadership frittered
away eight ‘valuable months during
which right. wing
strengthened their control of the
student anti-war movarent "

- VWhat About Austln?:

- Here in "Austin we are faced
with
that it cannot keep up with its own
rotten leadership. On. the eve of

the nation-wide scuttling of the.
CWSA- program, the  local WSA ‘has

made . public ~ its .regrouprient into
the, CWSA Caucus and presumably in-
tends
while nationmal SDS -
the malnstream of the student move=
ment,

The CWSA was

. any dipguoeddsr’ by tlie  itors

own mistakes and attacks -

forces have

-a WA grouping so befuddled

to fight for the CWSA at UT -
moves on into.
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- The sad fact is that-Austin

“CWSA will follow its now rueful
. conrades
'is  the dull, apolitical program

in learning that the CWSA -

wetve always known it was., It
calls for a-nisciduary=1-ks attens
tiveness to the problems of campus -
workers, specifically maids, jan-
and cafeteria workers-- and
instead of calling for unionization
as RMC does, it urges students to
demand wage increases and benefits
from the administration in the name
of these Wworkers. The whole CWSA
program pretends that campus work-
ers are better off allying with
students than unionizing and organ-
izing around their own demands,
even worse, ignores the strength
(far, far greatér than that of any
CWSAs embodied in the trade unions,.

Another repugnant aspect of
the CWCA is the manner in which 1t
is touted as group therapy for SD
llote PL member, Bob-Leonhardt!'s ar—’
ticle " in the Feb, 1970 issue of PL
magazlne. ",., most: of us believe
in our  hegrts that the claptrap
that passes for’ 'knowledge' under
capitalism makes us--superior ‘to-
workers.,, We - mist be conscious at .
all times that a protracted and ar- -
duous 1deologlca1 struggle with
ourselves will be "required if we
are to transform our old habits," °
The protracted and arduous struggle
takes the form of purglng ourselves
by - "making frlends" ~with - campus-
workers., ‘ T

It is clear that the emphasis
is on what the CWSA will do for
students, rather “than how it can
aid working ~class 'struggles. We
believe ‘that the role of the revo- =
lutlonary is hot to make friends °
with' workers (although friebdships
inevitably develop) nor to restrict
the struggle to mlnlmum, non-poli~:
tical demands (i,e. wage increases,
shop conditions). The role of the
revolutionary 'is to 'win the most
militant’ sectlons “of the working

clags over to’'a political: program
which 1eads to revolutionary con-
sciousness, ‘ ' a S

- lenin foresaw  and ultimately -
led a “broad-based political move-
ment . of the working class and its -
allles. ‘He "saw the proletariat as
the 'defenders of all those oppres-"
sed by the state;’ including’ stu- -
dents; and as the champioh’ of Wor-"
kers! power and workers! democracy,
This means that’- the - proletarlat-
must take a decisive’ stand on -all
issues ' facing ‘the peoplei: Th our -
leaflets, articles and all ¢f our
documents we put forward positions
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-ing our politics to:them;
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which we’ vould like to see the wor-: -
king class eventually adopt and -
champion, whereas programs . like .the._ :
CWEA ‘ignore them or reduce them to .

purely econonist -terum. CWSA is:a
duet-bin dead-end.  We - hope that.
seriovs radicals in Austin. mll not
be msled by it,- oL

Austm and the Work—In

At the begmm.ng of th:.s sune
ner, Austin RMC propesed a program
for the SDE summer work-in on a lo- -
cal scale./ The chief aim:of this
program is - to broaden the work-in
and extqnd it beyond the summer,

ca.rx'ying it past the parrow, ‘pas- -

sive non-struggle orientation.char< -
acteristic ~of the local (and nat-:
iopal) WA, - Our program points ane .
(1) a  labor history forum series;.
(2) an attempt to initiate a trade
union organlzmg drive in  Austin
(beginning in “those places where:
there ‘are SDS'ers: workmg -and the
sitvation * warrants); (3) strike
supgort for any. strikers (transit,
etc; ) with “a perspective of: bring- -
(4) . the
possible - development, from among.
workers’ ‘and: students :mvolved in
work-in actlvitles of . labor
newspapers;- (55 the longer
perspective of bulldmg a Comuittee
for a labor Party in Texas, as a
first ~'step ‘in organiging an anti-

capitalist, anti-imperialist. work-
ing class pohtlcal pa:rty Co e

‘The " CWSA work—m Secppeal
has ‘caled for.dife soid gro pstte
talk . about work expemences s wath
nothing political ‘even -implied.
While ‘it is not a bad -idea to dis-
cuss work experiences, such a prog-
rati by itself fails to raise the.
consciousness of those involved any
hlgher *than it -already is-- and
thit's just the way CWSA feels most
comfortable. ‘We - counterpose :.the
idea that'SDE has a program and SDS"
students have a revolutionary duty

. to carry'it té the working class.

Ve-are eager to argue.our pro-
gram point for point with anyone
and we do so  offen at . D7 ueets
ings. We have proposed a series of
forums on. labor history because ed-
ucation is so big a part of Tevy
olutionary struggle. The: . forum
would. create among workers a.nd stu-
dents involved in the work-in &
grasp: of labor movement history,.a

- part of revolutionary eduCation:too

of'ten néglected. At the same time,
a labor history forum would help to
instill theoretical knowledge and
recognition of the need for theory

t by which :
- apd it serves as an excellent tool

¢ for

as well as practlce (the lustory of -
the .labor moveuent is filled with -
examples of the need for theoryr)

The ’2MC recogxuzes ‘that we
must fight for certain reforms in -
ordér to alleviate immediate op-
pression and to win (and build) the
confidence of .. the workmg class.
The unlomzmg drive is one form of
this act:,vhty. .Workers must be or- '
ganized . in  order’ to win reforms,
and . the trade unions (not the stu= .
dents) have the necessary resources
and experience to organize. In the
South and in Austin we should place
great enphasis on “organizing the
unorganized" (the .one major’ redson
for lower wages ib the South is’
lack of  trade union organlzatmn) )
vhile not forgeftmg that the pre- )
gent trade union leadership is gen-
era,lly rotten ‘and 'bureaucratlc. '
And because of the nature of the
union leadershlp, RMC calls for
rgnk-and-flle trade uniénists to
struggle and develop an alternative
militant leadership around a trans-_
1tiona1 program, i ‘

 The str:ke support mcorpor— _‘~‘
ated into our work~in program 18.’
seen as real support. Not only ma-
terial aid but political and organ-
izational support must be extended
to . strikers-- and we should bring’
our polltlcs to them at’ every op-
portunity,. . “The strike gituation is
one where workers are most.directly
involved in class struggle and are
most. open, .to radical politics,
Contrast this approach to CWSA's
program of giving strlkmg GE work-
ers. 75 chlckens - in  a New Jersey

Plant. .

o The perspectlve of developmg
a_-labor paper is a key factor in
broadeqmg .and extending the worle

:;This -paper would br:.ng 1deas,
polltx ¢s and program to & much
wider audience than the one-to-one
individual contacting advocated by
the CWSA, A newspaper is'a nieans -
ideas can be ‘discussed,

political development, Stuw
dents have the skills-and resources
to" put out such a paper and, with
contributions from-on and off camp- -

* U8, everyone's - consclousness would :

be raised. -~

I‘mally, the long-range per-

; spectlve 'of building -a Committee -

for a. Yabor Party in Texas brmgs
the. long-pestulated worker-student
alliance into the realm of reality.
A mass party, based in the trade
unions, with a working class

i S .
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program, anti-capitalist and inde-

pendent. of the Democratic and Rep- "
ublican parties, will  sharpen the
class struggle and bring workers -

into dlrect political confrontatlon
with the rvllng class.'

o The Chlef argument advanced by?

the CWSA caicus against thé RMC

work-in proposal is the claim that
students should play no role in or-

ganizing  workers., But Lenin, in
What Is to be Done? made it quite

clear “that socialist theory is: notf‘
a genetlcally working class pro~'
duct-~ rather, it originated with-

the petty bourgeois intelligentsia,
mostly with people who had had some

formal higher education in bour-"
geois schools. Socialist theory:

must be injcctied into the prole-

tariat, in
qtruggles, including = trade union

struggles, and the proletariat it--
self must fight for the knowledge
it needs to develop socialist con~'

sciougsness, The RMC program for

the Austin work-in requires that’

students inject revolutionary pol-

itices into those sections of the:

working class that they come into
contact with., This is Superlor to

the purely student orientation that
CwsA brlngs to the work-in, and;"
indeed, to all of SDS, The future:

will prove that the RMC program is

correct and that the restricted,’
ingrown work-in of the CWSA caucus;”
like the CWSA program 1tse1f w111;

fall by the ways1de..

As stated in the June 1ssue of
the RMC Newsletter'

B

WIf the CWSA is no longer the;‘

main. activity of SDS, what is? iIn
a sense, nothing is, . No single ac-
tivity has replaced the CWSA as the
characteristic action of SDS, - Ra-
ther, chapters have been encouraged
to engage in those activities like-
ly to bring in the maximum numbeér
of students. This policy leads to

the course of their

the political fragmentation of SDS
and : an.‘addaptation  to; mainstream
student - radicalism, as . SDS tail-

.ends ‘the Sentiments of mgst student.

chaptersi: _

.on- abollshlng ‘ROTC, ..
others on defbndlng the Panthers,

- et¢is..:Such activities are surely.

activists, .Thus, . some .
concentrate

desirable and necessary for a heal-

thy SDS. But they indicate no or-

ientation to the labor movement
and, in themselves, cannot revolu-
tionize American society,. ' The pre-
sent  leadership of SDS, or rather

lack of it, is abandoning the posi-
tions won last July and re-creating

the SDS of a few years ago,"

.The RMC condemns this aimless
rightward drift! We, as Marxists,

see the . working class as the only.
force capable of building communism .
and - to accomplish this historical
class nwust. achleve.

mlss10n, the
consciousness of itself .and . its
tasks, We  believe that SDS should

attempt: to aid this struggle by re-.

cruiting young workers to socialist
ideas, and to  SDS. &SDS . must win
students, not :to -allying with the
working -class, but to identifying
their interests with those. of the
only - consistently - revolutiopary
class-- .the 'proletariat, This is

the essence of. a revolutionary
Marxlst orlentatlon for Sps,

Last sprlng, when everyone in

Austin was saying that SDS was dead
we stated in our March issue of
Campus Spartacist: "We must show
our real strength by building a
broad-based, non-exclusionist, pro-
working ..class, militant . SDS---an
organization that will unite. stu-
dents, non-students and all mili-
tant youth  against our.common en-
emies." We now repeat this state-
ment, with .the  addition that the
WSA has become an obstacle to re-

buildidg SDS,”.Thay pust be foigit

politically 'and organizationally.
Build the RMC! Build SDSI - :

‘Enclosed ‘is a dellar,
I want to join'the RMC.

Name

S Chapter
Address
C,J_-t_y.:_; Vtate.: Zip__

(Return to RMC Newsletter, c/o
Helen Cantrell, 161 E. 99 St.,

I want a free subscription
"to Campus Spartacist

Neme L _ R -"AJ'

Address

Clty, State, Zip~

(Return to P,0. Box 8165 UT Sta.,

“Austin; Texas 78712) o .4J

{ apt. 2B, New York N.Y, 10029)
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